Letter Sounds
We are exposed to language very early by the sounds we hear, the things we see, and the people who talk to us or around us.  The amount of language experiences we are part of will help set the stage for future learning. Literacy skills are critical and serve as the foundation for learning other skills. During large or small group literature activities, there is a strong emphasis on developing an appreciation of the written word and comprehension skills. Language skills encompass phonemic awareness as well as sight words and pre-writing skills. 
Children's first exposure to language is through sounds. They soon realize that the sounds they hear are associated with objects making the sounds and that those objects have names. The goal is to build automatic sound association. Show children objects they are familiar with, have them listen to the sound they make, and then give the object's name. The association of sounds to objects helps children to recall the information they have learned, which will help to create a "bridge" for learning that letters have names and sounds.
Phonological Awareness is the recognition of sounds within the spoken language and the ability to play with units of sounds within spoken words. "Phonological awareness is highly related to later success in reading and spelling." NAEYC
Phonological awareness skills that children are commonly exposed to are:
· Word awareness, which is:
· Counting words in sentences, both talking and printed.
· Environmental print, the words all around us.
· The names of the children and their family members, pets, etc. 
· Journaling shows children that their spoken words can be written down.

Phoneme Awareness which is:
· The awareness that letters make sounds.
· Phonemes are the smallest units of sound, and there are 44 phonemes represented by our 26 letters of the alphabet in multiple combinations.

The multiple combinations of sounds that are represented by the letters of the alphabet are:
· Shell 
· Wheel
· Quail

The training will demonstrate how to say each letter that has a sound. 

